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(C)  Venezuelan  President  Chavez  often  deliberately  takes 
positions  in  the  international  fora  contrary  to  those  taken 
by  the  United  States,  such  as  with  his  outreach  and  support 
of  Iran,  and  has  been  currying  favor  with  Russia,  which  has 
become  Venezuela's  major  arms  supplier.  The  Embassy  was 
therefore  not  surprised  on  February  21  when  President  Chavez 
said  the  Bolivarian  Republic  of  Venezuela  (BRV)  opposed 
recognition  of  Kosovo.  In  a lengthy  speech  that  all  domestic 
radio  and  television  broadcasters  were  required  to  carry, 
Chavez  said  that  Kosovo's  independence  was  part  of  a "plan  by 
the  Empire"  (the  United  States)  to  "weaken  the  governments  of 
the  world",  a development  that  he  saw  as  "fundamentally 
dangerous"  to  the  peace  of  nations.  President  Chavez  said  he 
was  with  Russia  and  China  in  this  position  and  as  well  as 
with  Spain.  He  accused  European  countries  who  have 
recognized  Kosovo's  independence  of  subordinating  their 
interests  to  the  United  States.  Chavez  implied  that  should 
Russia  recognize  the  independence  of  breakaway  regimes  in 
Georgia  or  other  former  parts  of  the  Soviet  Union,  the  BRV 
might  very  well  follow  suit.  While  President  Chavez'  often 
accuses  the  United  States  of  fomenting  a non-existent 
separatist  movement  in  the  Western  oil  rich  and  opposition 
lead  state  of  Zulia,  Venezuela  faces  no  domestic  separatist 
challenges . 
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